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EDIT YOUR MUSIC & VIDEO 
METADATA 

 
All digital photos, music and videos 
have metadata embedded in the file.   
 
With photos, the metadata usually 
contains the data the photos were 
taken, exposure values, and other 
information.  This info is all available 
to you when you use a photo editor 
such as Photoshop. 
 
Metadata for music files contains the 
names of the album, performer, 
composer, is the tune part of a 
compilation, and so forth.  When you 
bring up info in iTunes (or a 
corresponding item in other music 
managers such as JRiver) this info is 
displayed and you can edit it. 
 
Metadata for videos contains similar 
information.  Similarly, metadata for 
videos that you have, such as backup 
copies of commercial DVDs, can be 
viewed and adjusted with some video 
programs such as VLC Media Player. 
 
That is what metadata is all about – 
the “inside information” about the 
media file.  This piece will focus on 
the most commonly used type of 
media file – music. 
 
As I mentioned above, you can open 
the info in your preferred music player 
to view and often edit the info, 
depending on the program you are 
using.  However, doing this for each 
song on an album, or perhaps in a 
multi-volume set (such as ripped from 
a CD album with several discs) it can 
be tedious.  There is a better way, and 

it is named mp3tag.  MP3Tag is a free 
metadata manager that is easy to use 
and can change the metadata info on 
several files – this is called a batch 
edit because you can edit a batch of 
files all at the same time.   
 
Why?  Perhaps you downloaded 
several tunes from the same album but 
on different days.  When you look at 
them in your music manager (I will 
use iTunes for this example, because it 
is the most widely used music 
manager, although arguably it may not 
be the best).  iTunes will often display 
the files as individual items rather than 
as a collection from the same album.  
Or…perhaps you are putting together 
you own collection by managing the 
location of the music files rather than 
using Playlists – which, incidentally is 
a very good idea, because it is very 
difficult, approaching impossible, to 
move playlists to a different music 
manager if you ever decide to do 
that…but I digress. 
 
With MP3Tag you can select a set of 
tunes and edit their metadata to correct 
mistakes in the spelling of the album 
names, or who you want to list as the 
artist, or the category of music it falls 
into – at one time rather than doing 
this individually; saving quite a bit of 
time. 
 
Although MP3Tag is easy to use, it 
also has some great wizards to walk 
you through the process.  Though 
named MP3tag, the program will 
process metadata in many other files, 
including some common types of 
video files.  The file types that you can 
edit include AAC, AIFF, FLAC, 
APE, MP3, MPEG-4 
(mp4/m4a/m4b/iTunes compatible), 
MPC, OGG, OptimFROG OFR, 
OFS, SPX, TAK, TTA, WMA, 
WAV, WV1 & WV2 and some 
others. 
 
Lastly, you can download MP3Tag 
from http://www.mp3tag.de/en/ in 
both installable and portable versions.  
The portable version is a standalone 

that just sits on your computer but is 
not installed on Windows.   
 

LOOKING FOR A NEW 
COMPUTER? 

 
These are the specs you should look 
for in a computer: 
 
 Processor:  Intel i5 Dual Core, 

3.2GHz (or faster) 
 Memory (RAM):  8GB is the 

“sweet spot” and highly 
recommended. 

 
The computer will come with 
Windows 10.  The “Home” version is 
all that you need.  The “Professional” 
version is about $100 more and mostly 
for networking so you probably don’t 
need it. 
 
As for brands of computer: 
 HP and Lenovo are the 2 leading 

manufacturers of computers and 
keep changing positions as to 
which sells the most computers 
worldwide.  Dell is an old standby 
that makes reliable computers, 
mostly competitive pricewise 
with HP and Lenovo.   

 All 3 manufacturers have online 
outlet stores where you can get 
computers, usually sold with new 
computer warranties, at a 
discount.  The computers 
generally fall into one of the 
following 3 categories: 
o New products are either 

overstock, cancelled orders or 
customer returns. All 
products classified as new 
have the original software 
seal and have not been 
powered on or used. 

o Certified Refurbished. 
products are previously 
opened and used products. 
These products are submitted 
to a rigorous refurbishing 
process to achieve the highest 
quality and performance 
standards. Products may have 
some observable cosmetic 



blemishes that do not affect 
performance.  

o Scratch & Dent products are 
certified refurbished products 
with considerable blemishes 
that do not affect 
performance. Scratch & dent 
PC's do not have scratches or 
pits on the screen, missing or 
illegible letters on the 
keyboard or damage on the 
touch pad or palm rest. 
Scratch & dent tablets may 
have scratches or pits on the 
screen.  

 
The outlet websites are: 
 
HP 
http://www.hp.com/sbso/buspurchase_
refurbished.html  
 
Lenovo 
http://www3.lenovo.com/us/en/outletu
s 
 
Dell www.dell.com/outlet  
 
Two brands you should avoid are 
Gateway and eMachines.  My 
experience with Gateway computers is 
that they are very cheaply made, and 
eMachines is Gateway’s “budget” 
brand. 
 
 

DO YOU NEED OEM? 
TRY AFTERMARKET 

 
OEM is the acronym for Original 
Equipment Manufacturer and means 
an item that is sold under the 
manufacturer’s name.  For example, if 
you buy HP brand ink cartridges for 
your HP printer you are buying ink 
supplied by HP, the manufacturer of 
the printer. 
 
If you shop around, you will find 
alternatives to OEM, often referred to 
as aftermarket items.  I’m going to 
discuss the differences, which may 
save you quite a bit of money. 
 
But first, I want to write briefly about 
a man named King Gillette (yes, his 
first name was King).  He invented the 
safety razor and, for the first 5 years 
gave the razors away because he 
realized that the real source of income 
from his product is selling blades for 
the razor. 

 
Since printer ink is expensive, let’s 
start there.  HP, Canon, Brother, and 
other printer manufacturers often sell 
their lower-priced printers at close to 
their cost – because (you guessed it) 
they make their money on the ink.  
You can buy a nice, cheap, ink printer 
for under $100, and in some cases 
considerably less than that.  The 
printer comes with starter ink 
cartridges which contain just enough 
ink to print a few pages.  The first 
time you replace the ink cartridges, 
you often spend $40 or more for 
enough ink to print about 200 pages at 
5% coverage (far fewer for photos 
which use upwards or 90% coverage). 
 
So you go to Costco or any of the 
many firms that sell aftermarket or 
refilled cartridges for half the price or 
even less than that.  What are the pros 
and cons of these refilled cartridges 
compared with OEM? 
 
With OEM ink, the manufacturer uses 
a blend of colors “tuned” to that 
particular printer, so that when you 
print photos the colors are pretty 
accurate.  With refilled cartridges, a 
generic ink is used so that the colors in 
a photo may not be entirely accurate.  
Usually the difference is almost 
unnoticeable except to a professional 
photographer. 
 
If you are printing pages from the 
internet, or other color pages, color 
accuracy is probably not critical and 
this is where refilled cartridges will 
save you a lot of money.   
 
If you are printing photographs, 
particularly on special photo paper, 
the cost gets to be well over 30 cents 
for a photo.  If you don’t have a fairly 
expensive “photo printer”, the same 
size prints you get from Costco, 
Walgreens, Shutterfly and other 
sources are considerably about half the 
cost and have a higher quality because 
they use very expensive printers.  
Personally, I print photos myself only 
when I need to for temporary 
purposes, and send out for 
professional processing if I want a 
photo for an album, or framing. 
 
Actually, I don’t have an ink printer.  
Instead I have a monochrome (black 
only) laser printer for most of my 

printing, and a color laser printer when 
I do need to print in color.   A set of 4 
toners for my color laser are over $300 
for HP OEM toner, and around $85 
for the set of 4 cartridges from an 
aftermarket vendor.  Actually, the 
vendor I buy from includes a 5th, 
black, cartridge in the set.  I have 
found these toner cartridges to be 
reliable.  In the one instance that a 
cartridge didn’t work properly, the 
vendor sent me a replacement. 
 
But, OEM and aftermarket is 
everywhere.  I have been using a 
SonicCare toothbrush and paying over 
$40 for a set of 4 OEM replacement 
brush heads at the lowest cost vendor I 
could find.  I recently purchased a set 
of 4 heads from an aftermarket firm 
and they work fine.  If I didn’t look 
closely, I wouldn’t know they were 
not OEM. 
 
Then there are remanufactured 
items, which are used OEM items that 
are serviced to work as new.  One 
example of a remanufactured item is 
when the printer drum died (they are 
only good for a high but nevertheless 
limited number of pages).  A 
replacement drum was about $90 so I 
tried a remanufactured drum at a cost 
of $20.  It worked fine for a few years 
under the printer finally died of old 
age, at which time the drum itself was 
still working fine. 
 
One caveat about remanufactured and 
aftermarket items – if you try one 
vendor and are dissatisfied, you might 
get excellent results from a different 
vendor.   
 
 
This newsletter is a service to clients of Coastal 
Computer Care.  Please remember us when you 
need professional computer support or tutoring.  
If you are not currently a client but wish to 
receive this free newsletter, send me a request 
via email and I’ll be happy add you to the 
distribution list 
 
Disclaimer:  Coastal Computer Care presents 
information in this newsletter as a courtesy.  
The recommendations are made in good faith 
and are believed to be reliable and safe. CCC 
cannot, however, foresee every possibility and 
assumes no responsibility for any problems that 
may be encountered as a consequence of the 
recommendations.  Always backup your 
computer and make sure that System Restore is 
set to On. 


